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f ocus What makes these designs stand out?
Stamped Backgrounds

desig

Lisa Strahl of British Columbia showcases a
background technique called Painted Picasso. Ink Fine
Lace Background stamp with first color Pale Plum, the
lighter shade. Add additional ink colors, like Mellow
Moss, to stamp with a paintbrush to highlight pattern.
(Stamp and inks from Stampin’ Up!®)

Dana Emery accentuated her playful image with a French
script background inked in a bright, vibrant green that pops
right out without taking anything away from the central
motif. Paired with a similar bright blue, the effect is trés chic!
(Stamps by Stampin’ Up!® Auntie Amy's Embossing Arts)

Sally Stevens of Tennessee creatively uses a single
stamp, inked in two coordinating shades, to make this
one-of-a-kind background. Simply offset the images
slightly to create a 3D effect. Sponge edges with both
ink colors to add even more depth. (Stamps and inks
from Stampin’ Up!®)
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Dianne Smith replicates the look of an Impressionist
masterpiece with tiny pools, swirls and dabs of color.
Apply Butterscotch and Stream Adirondack® Alcohol
Inks (Ranger) to white glossy card stock, then add a few
drops of Blending Solution to lighten and combine the
inks. Carefully stamp swirl motif over inked background
with Mask ‘n Peel fluid (Duncan); let dry. Apply more
alcohol ink to card stock, adding Wild Plum to mix; ink
directly over masks. Let dry; rub off masks with fingers.
Stamp black sentiment and swirl motifs as shown; let
dry. Ink chipboard “n" (Heidi Swapp for Advantus) black;
adhere to card.

Judi Ringgold of Oklahoma might just inspire a new fashion
craze — for color — with this fun and feminine card. Shopping
Background stamp (Rubbernecker Stamp Co.) is watercolored
and layered onto orange and blue card stock. Greta image
(Rubbernecker Stamp Co.) is similarly attired, but in watercolors
with a bit of sparkle, Twinkling H2Os (LuminArte). Cut out
image and mount on card with foam tape.

Lindsey Botkin of Idaho created this fabulous four-
square background, just right for a quick card, using a

small backgrounder block and the Stamp-A-Ma-Jig stamp-
positioning tool from EK Success. Notice her tag and flower
embellishment? Those are background stamp images, too!
See why stamps are such a good investment? (Stamps and
inks from Stampin’ Upl®)
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